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RECOGNIZING PEA RIDGE 
NATIONAL MILITARY PARK 

∑ Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, in honor 
of the National Park Service’s 100th 
birthday year, I want to recognize Pea 
Ridge National Military Park in north-
west Arkansas. Pea Ridge National 
Military Park is one of the best pre-
served Civil War battlefields in the 
United States and its history deserves 
to be shared. 

The Battle of Pea Ridge took place in 
March of 1862 when 26,000 Union and 
Confederate soldiers fought for 2 
straight days. The battle was hard- 
fought, but in the end, the Union 
forces, led by General Samuel Curtis, 
were victorious, and the Union won 
complete control of the State of Mis-
souri. 

Pea Ridge National Military Park of-
ficially became part of the National 
Park system on July 20, 1956, thanks 
largely to the efforts of the Arkansas 
congressional delegation. And it was 
officially dedicated as a national park 
during the Nation’s Civil War Centen-
nial in 1963. 

Today 4,300 acres of battlefield are 
preserved for visitors. The grounds in-
clude a recreation of the Elkhorn Tav-
ern—an important landmark of the 
battle—as well as a visitors center and 
a museum. The park is also home to 2 
and a half miles of the Trail of Tears, 
another important United States land-
mark. 

Arkansas is a State full of rich his-
tory, and heritage and Pea Ridge Na-
tional Military Park is a critical part 
of that history. If you find yourself in 
the picturesque Ozarks of northwest 
Arkansas this fall, take some time to 
drive through or walk the grounds of 
Pea Ridge National Military Park and 
see for yourself.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING RODGER 
MCCONNELL 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor a Vietnam war veteran 
who became an incredible hometown 
advocate for other veterans. Sadly, 
Rodger McConnell passed away on July 
21, 2016, in Great Falls, MT. 

Rodger served his country honorably 
during the Vietnam war, but like so 
many returning veterans, he struggled 
with PTSD and homelessness. Rodger 
was able to overcome these issues and 
went on to serve veterans in many 
ways. He helped create the Veterans 
Drug Treatment Court and acted as a 
mentor to the participants. He orga-
nized the annual homeless Veterans 
Stand Down. He also helped bring a 
replica of the Vietnam Memorial to 
Great Falls. 

Rodger was a selfless, caring indi-
vidual who will be missed by the entire 
community. Because of his commit-
ment to veterans, his presence will 
continue on through so many programs 
that he created. One that was very dear 

to him was ‘‘On Point: Veterans Talk 
Radio,’’ a radio program for veterans 
that he hosted on the local public radio 
station. Some of these interviews with 
wartime veterans will be submitted to 
the Veterans History Project through 
the Library of Congress. Rodger may 
not be with us any longer, but his talks 
with veterans will be preserved for all 
to hear.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. MARGARET 
BEESON 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, Dr. Mar-
garet Beeson is a generous and inspir-
ing doctor, who inexhaustibly serves 
her profession, her community, and the 
world with compassion and integrity. 
She is a strong yet humble leader, 
whose healing presence has awakened 
and nurtured souls from all walks of 
life. She is a consummate professional, 
conducting every aspect of her life with 
dignity, decorum, and propriety. 

Her brilliance is not only found in 
her intellect, but in the dynamic leg-
acy she has created. Her vision is mani-
fest in the thousands of patients she 
has cared for, the myriad of doctors she 
has mentored, and is embodied 
throughout her very essence. 

Dr. Beeson is a loving mother and an 
enduring friend, generous of time, spir-
it, and compassion. 

She has served as a medic in the U.S. 
Navy and was selected to participate in 
an elite naval medical corps training 
program. This was a San Diego Naval 
Hospital based PA program. She 
trained for 6 months there and subse-
quently worked for a year in the out-
patient clinic. She ran a chronic care 
clinic treating patients with high blood 
pressure and diabetes. She was a li-
censed vocational nurse, rotating 
through five hospitals, and traveled to 
India, the Netherlands, and England at-
taining her midwifery license. She be-
came a naturopathic physician in 1989 
and is associate clinic faculty at 
Bastyr University in Seattle. 

Dr. Beeson is the founder and med-
ical director of the Yellowstone Natur-
opathic Clinic in Billings, MT. Her 
clinic in the heart of Billings is also an 
accredited residency program through 
the Naturopathic Education and Re-
search Consortium, providing opportu-
nities for graduates of Naturopathic 
medical schools in a primary care set-
ting. She has worked diligently to cre-
ate collaborative relationships between 
conventional and traditional medicine. 
Additionally, she is the president of 
the board of directors of the Paul Gard-
ner Veterans Pain Relief Foundation, 
an organization dedicated to facilitate 
access to nonnarcotic pain treatments 
for veterans by providing financial re-
sources for access to safe, effective 
treatments. 

Earlier this year, the American Asso-
ciation of Naturopathic Physicians 
named Dr. Beeson its ‘‘2016 Physician 
of the Year.’’ Dr. Beeson was selected 
for her strong leadership, authenticity, 
and great mentoring skills. The role of 

mentor is one she is particularly proud 
of, as her clinic runs a residency for on-
cology in collaboration with St. Vin-
cent Healthcare’s Frontier Cancer Cen-
ter.∑ 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 1886. A bill to reauthorize the Integrated 
Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act 
of 2009 and for other purposes (Rept. No. 114– 
354). 

S. 2644. A bill to reauthorize the Federal 
Communications Commission for fiscal years 
2017 and 2018, and for other purposes (Rept. 
No. 114–355). 

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute: 

S. 3270. A bill to prevent elder abuse and 
exploitation and improve the justice sys-
tem’s response to victims in elder abuse and 
exploitation cases. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SCOTT (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 3353. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to prohibit the Internal Rev-
enue Service from carrying out seizures re-
lating to a structuring transaction unless 
the property to be seized derived from an il-
legal source or the funds were structured for 
the purpose of concealing the violation of an-
other criminal law or regulation, to require 
notice and a post-seizure hearing for such 
seizures, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr. 
MANCHIN): 

S. 3354. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude income attrib-
utable to certain real property from gross in-
come; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. WICKER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. INHOFE): 

S. 3355. A bill to prohibit funding for the 
Preparatory Commission for the Comprehen-
sive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization 
in the event the United Nations Security 
Council adopts a resolution that obligates 
the United States or affirms a purported ob-
ligation of the United States to refrain from 
actions that would run counter to the object 
and purpose of the Comprehensive Nuclear- 
Test-Ban Treaty; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Ms. 
HEITKAMP): 

S. 3356. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permit individuals eligi-
ble for Indian Health Service assistance to 
qualify for health savings accounts; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 3357. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to provide an additional tool to 
prevent certain frauds against veterans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
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